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neverthelesse to sell them at a more grevous and intollerable
price to the people of Europe then ever was hard of before: And
furthermore kepte the coastes of the Indian Sea so straightly
with continuall navies, that those trades are thereby lefte of,
which were before exercised by the goulfe of Persia and toward
the ryver of Euphrates, and also by the streightes of the sea
of Arabia and the river Nilus, and in fine by owre sea [the
Mediterranean]: by which trade all Asia and Europe was
abundantly satisfied and better cheape then hath byn sense the
Portugaies had the trade in theyr hands'. In brief, Centurione's
business, like that of many an other Genoese and Venetian
merchant prince, had been virtually ruined by the opening of
the new Portuguese sea route, and hence 'he furthermore of
great magnaaimitie and in maner owtragious desire, sowght
howe by a newe and incredible voiage, spices might bee
browght from India'.
The route Centurione had in mind was by way of the Oxus,
the Caspian Sea and the Volga, and after obtaining letters of
recommendation from Pope Leo X, he betook himself to the
Russian Court: failing to get from the Emperor the desired
concessions, he was yet so vehement in voicing the wrongs
committed by the Portuguese that Pope Clement VII, Leo's
successor, sent Mm into Moscovia to make a second attempt,
for Taulus styll furiously resolved and tossed in his unquiet
mynde that voyage towarde the Easte'. He was sent back to
Italy in company with the first Russian Ambassador to the
Papal Court in 1524, and the next year betook himself to
England to try and interest King Henry VIII. Here he was well
received by the King, who promised him certain ships to go
and discover new countries. 'But the good and industrious
Paulo fell sick in London, and went to discover the countries
of the other world*1. It was in this very year that the Florentine
pilot Verrazzano, fresh from the discovery of New France,
brought to King Henry VIII a parchment chart of the New
World. Many eyes, then, were turned towards England, as
' Quoted by J. A. Williamson: The Voyages of the Cabots, p. 102.